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What the critics say
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Neal Martin, writing for Vinous

There is much to admire about the 2020s. The whites and reds are imbued with remarkable freshness 
given the precocity of the season, thereby making comparisons with 2003 null and void. I believe this 
is partly due to tartaric acid tending to have more sharpness, more “bite,” than malic. The 2020s appear 
to have more tension than the 2018s and perhaps also the 2019s, and as I have already described, the 
challenge will be capturing this in bottle. Chardonnay, in particular, seems to be adapting incredibly well 
to the warmer environment, and many of the 2020 whites’ low pH levels deftly counterbalance richness 
or tropical notes that would have otherwise defined them to a far greater extent. 

The whites do not exude richness; rather, there is plenty of dry extract that lends weight and attractive 
textural sensations on their finishes. One of the great attributes of the vintage is that at least in barrel, 
the best whites almost shimmer with mineralité, especially those grown on more calcareous soils. One 
feature of the white 2020s is that one appellation does not seem elevated above another. Quality is 
dispersed not just across the banner appellations of Chassagne-Montrachet, Puligny-Montrachet and 
Meursault (plus Saint-Aubin, surely now among their ranks) but also down south in Marsannay, Sante-
nay and further north in Beaune, Savigny-lès-Beaune, Ladoix and Corton/Corton-Charlemagne. 

With regard to the reds, the yields are much lower, sometimes half those of the whites. I found plenty of 
very attractive aromatics. I sought Pinot Noirs that managed to remain in the red fruit spectrum. Apart 
from fruit, many 2020 reds share the floral perfumes of their 2019 counterparts, perhaps more pressed 
violet and iris than rose petal being indicative of a warmer season. On the palate, the 2020 vintage gen-
erally displays quite fine tannins, an impressive feat considering the high skin-to-juice ratio, and this is 
surely a result of gentler pressings. The best 2020s have intensity rather than power, often manifesting 
sorbet-like traits and frequently a tang of blood orange.
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Burgundy 2020 - Vintage Report

Picturesque Pernand-Vergelesses
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The 2020 vintage in Burgundy offers buyers both very good wines and good yields, thanks to con-
ditions which were largely optimum for grape growing and harvest in a region where luck with the 
weather is increasingly one of the most important wine-making ingredients. Following severe frosts 
which hit the 2021 vintage, during which France lost the equivalent of Australia’s total annual wine 
production (one billion litres of wine), we expect the 2021 wines next year to increase by at least 50% 
in price, making this stable 2020 vintage all the more crucial to stock up on.
 
A mild winter gave way to an unusually warm springtime, with temperatures as high as 25°C enabling 
good, even flowering and berries that swelled rapidly despite the general lack of rainfall. By this early 
stage, the vine’s growth cycle was a good three weeks ahead of schedule. Véraison, or the process by 
which the grapes gain colour and synthesize green acids, happened initially without the usual disease 
pressure but then slowed due to the sweltering heat in July and August. Continued sunlight and heat 
encouraged the grapes to ripen more fully to seize the moment, with healthy grapes across the Côte 
d’Or without a hint of disease or rot.
 
During harvest, temperatures were so hot in some sectors that the vines shut down altogether, coun-
ter-intuitively ensuring balanced alcohols and a retention of acids, not something usually seen in 
warmer years and a welcome outcome.
 
The wines themselves have been very exciting to taste, with the reds all showing good mineral and 
tannic structure and alluring opulence on the nose. Those reds offer excellent concentration and are 
built for the medium and longer term. The whites are the perfect mixture of brooding structure and 
mouth-watering acidity, making for wines that will drink early and give pleasure, but also have the 
ability to mature into real goliaths in the white Burgundy pantheon of greats.
 
With the much lower quantities and nosebleed inducing prices we expect to come from the 2021 
vintage in a years’ time, this 2020 vintage, in our view, offers the last chance for two years to secure 
cases of wine at fair prices which will charm in youth, but beguile with age.

Dominic Brennan, Noble Rot Fine Wine
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The Noble Rot Offer All wines are sold in bond. Please refer 
to the case size next to each wine
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MAISON LOUIS JADOT         6x75cl
Chablis Grand Cru ‘Blanchot’          £275
Pernand Vergelesses ‘Clos de la Croix de Pierre’, Domaine Louis Jadot    £135
Meursault 1er Cru ‘Blagny’, Domaine Louis Jadot       £300
Meursault 1er Cru ‘Charmes’, Domaine Louis Jadot      £340
Puligny Montrachet 1er Cru ‘Clos de la Garenne’, Domaine Duc de Magneta   £320
Puligny Montrachet 1er Cru ‘Les Referts’, Domaine Louis Jadot     £330
Puligny Montrachet 1er Cru ‘Les Combettes, Domaine Louis Jadot    £440
Chassagne Montrachet 1er Cru Morgeot ‘Clos des la Chapelle’, Monopole, Duc du Magenta  £325
Bâtard Montrachet Grand Cru (3x75cl)        £950
Corton Charlemagne Grand Cru, Domaine des Héritiers Louis Jadot    £950
Chevalier-Montrachet ‘Les Demoiselles’ Grand Cru (3x75cl)     £1,295

Pouilly-Fuissé Tête de Cru 1er Cru ‘Les Perrières’ Domaine Ferret    £175
Pouilly-Fuissé Hors Classe 1er Cru ‘Tournant de Pouilly’, Domaine Ferret   £225  
          
Savigny Les Beaune 1er Cru ‘Clos des Guettes’       £150
Pernand Vergelesses ‘Clos de la Croix de Pierre’, Domaine des Héritiers Louis Jadot  £140 
Chassagne Montrachet 1er Cru ‘Morgeot’, Domaine Duc de Magneta    £180
Beaune 1er Cru ‘Theurons’          £180
Volnay 1er Cru ‘Clos de la Barre’, Monopole       £260
Volnay 1er Cru ‘Santenots’          £275
Pommard 1er Cru ‘Grands Epenots’        £325
Nuits Saint Georges 1er Cru ‘Les Boudots’, Domaine Gagey     £370
Chambolle Musigny 1er Cru ‘Les Baudes’.         £450
Gevrey Chambertin 1er Cru ‘Lavaux Saint-Jacques’      £395
Corton Pougets Grand Cru          £395
Corton Grèves Grand Cru          £395 
Clos Vougeot Grand Cru, Domaine Louis Jadot       £570
Bonnes Mares Grand Cru (3x75cl)         £900
Chambertin Grand Cru (3x75cl)         £880
Chambertin Clos de Bèze Grand Cru (3x75cl)       £920
Chapelle Chambertin Grand Cru, Domaine Louis Jadot      £995
Echezeaux Grand Cru          £1,050

DOMAINE WILLIAM FEVRE        6x75cl
Chablis ‘Domaine’           £89
Chablis 1er Cru ‘Vaillons’          £185
Chablis 1er Cru ‘Montmains’         £185
Chablis 1er Cru ‘Fourchaume’         £232
Chablis 1er Cru ‘Montée de Tonnerre’        £265
Chablis 1er Cru ‘Vaulorent’          £285
Chablis Grand Cru ‘Bougros’         £320
Chablis Grand Cru ‘Les Preuses’         £435
Chablis Grand Cru ‘Bougros “Côte Bouguerots”’       £475
Chablis Grand Cru ‘Les Clos’         £545

DOMAINE SAMUEL BILLAUD        12x75cl
Petit Chablis            £162
Chablis            £198
Chablis 1er Cru ‘Vaillons’ Vielles Vignes        £354
Chablis 1er Cru ‘Les Fourchaumes’         £408
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MAISON LOUIS JADOT
Maison Louis Jadot is considered to have one of 
the finest winemaking reputations across Bur-
gundy. Founded in 1859 and owning over 60 hec-
tares of vineyard in the region, the Domaines are 
run by Pierre-Henri Gagey, assisted by Jacques 
Lardière, one of the most respected head wine-
makers working in Burgundy today. Lardière’s 
philosophy is one of minimal intervention, in both 
the vineyard and the winery, generating wines 
which display fresh fruit and natural  minerality. 

Pre-eminent wine critic Robert Parker said of the 
Domaines “one can be almost certain that a Jadot 
wine from Burgundy, from whatever part of their 
enormous spectrum of wines, including those of 
villages level, will possess clarity of flavour and a 
site-specific distinction.” In 2020 Jadot have made 
fantastic wines, maintaining freshness in spite of 
the warmer growing season. For Burgundy lovers, 
Jadot should be the first stop when making your 
selections.

Chablis Grand Cru “Blanchot’ 
£275 per 6 bottles in Bond

A superb Chablis from a vintage of excel-
lent Chablis wines. Green apple, mandarin oil, 
grapefruit peel & beeswax on the nose. The pal-
ate is densely textured, framed by crystalline 
minerality and mouth-watering acidity.

Pernand Vergelesses 1er Cru ‘Clos de la 
Croix de Pierre’, Domaine Louis Jadot
£135 per 6 bottles in Bond

White blossom, resin, yuzu lemon & white peach 
on the nose, this is very well structured with ten-
sion between spice & acidity on the finish. Ex-
cellent salinity makes this a brilliant Burgundi-
an bargain at just £22.50 a bottle. 

Meursault 1er Cru ‘Blagny’, Domaine 
Louis Jadot 
£300 per 6 bottles in Bond

A fresh bouquet with citrus fruit, green apples 
& limestone aromas unfolding in the glass. The 
palate is well balanced with a waxy-textured, 
quite deep opening & fine tension here thanks to 
Blagny’s cooler microclimate. Very fine.  

Meursault 1er Cru ‘Charmes’, Domaine 
Louis Jadot  
£340 per 6 bottles in Bond

Nougat, flecks of white chocolate, almonds, res-
in acacia, dried vanilla pod & white peach on the 
nose. Spectacular structure, poise & balance on 
the palate, with yuzu lemon, yellow plum & ha-
zelnut. This will age exceptionally well.

Puligny Montrachet 1er Cru ‘Clos de la 
Garenne’, Domaine Duc de Magneta
£320 per 6 bottles in Bond

A beguiling floral nose of honeysuckle, dandeli-
on, vanilla, peach & praline. Very well poised, it 
unfurls in layers with ripe peach & yellow fruits, 
with nuts, beeswax. Fine acidity and a touch of 
sweet mineral smoke on the finish. Stunning.

Ahead of anticipated shortages of wine for the 
2021 vintage and hugely inflated prices, we have 
selected our biggest offer of Louis Jadot white 
wines yet, all of which offer tremendous value, 
whether you are looking for a Chablis or a Cor-
ton Charlemagne. What struck us when tasting 
the whites was the surprising amount of fresh-
ness & acidity they offered, with superb mineral 
structure across the board. 

Puligny Montrachet 1er Cru ‘Les Referts’, 
Domaine Louis Jadot 
£330 per 6 bottles in Bond

Always one of the most assured Pulignys, ‘Les 
Referts’ clay & chalk soil imparts crushed rock 
aromas, as well as beeswax & citrus peel to the 
wine. This is a weighty Puligny with mouth-fill-
ing texture: it will age tremendously.

The magnificent Clos de la Croix de Pierre
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Puligny Montrachet 1er Cru ‘Les Combettes, 
Domaine Louis Jadot 
£440 per 6 bottles in Bond

Only tiny quantities were made of this 
sought-after Puligny in 2020, there will likely 
be none in 2021. A wonderfully rounded palate 
with a nose of orange peel, orange blossom & 
crushed stone. A very long, lively finish. 

Chassagne Montrachet 1er Cru Morgeot 
‘Clos des la Chapelle’, Monopole 

£325 per 6 bottles in Bond

This excellent Chassagne is stunning in 2020: 
Acacia, honeysuckle, nougat, beeswax & grape-
fruit peel on the nose. Beautifully layered & tex-
tured on the palate, a mineral core surrounded 
by floral hues & flecks of smoke. Utterly sublime.

Chevalier-Montrachet ‘Les Demoiselles’ 
Grand Cru 
£1,295 per 3 bottles in Bond

The top of the white Burgundy tree, an incred-
ible nose, full of lemon oil, white blossom, al-
mond, resin and nougat. The palate has crys-
talline mineral structure & is bursting with fresh 
fruit energy. A behemoth & will age magically. 

Bâtard Montrachet Grand Cru
£950 per 3 bottles in Bond

An incredibly rich nose with honeysuckle, aca-
cia, light toast, quince, white peach, candle wax 
& mandarin oil. Exquisitely structured with 
layers that unfurl one after the other this is a 
brooding wine which will age exceptionally.

Corton Charlemagne Grand Cru, Domaine 
des Héritiers Louis Jadot 
£950 per 6 bottles in Bond

A densely profiled nose of blue cheese, bees-
wax, nougat, less, ginger, crushed flint and ap-
ple blossom. Utterly superb structure, salinity 
& acidity, a Goliath of a white Burgundy which 
will turn into a superstar of a wine.

Pouilly-Fuissé Tête de Cru 1er Cru 
‘Les Perrières’ Domaine Ferret 
£175 per 6 bottles in Bond

Domaine Ferret’s Pouilly-Fuissés are legendary 
offering superb white Burgundy refinement 
as superb value prices. Les Perrières has citrus 
peel, blackcurrant leaf, orange oil & ginger and 
mouth-watering acidity on the mineral finish.

Pouilly-Fuissé Hors Classe 1er Cru ‘Tour-
nant de Pouilly’, Domaine Ferret
£225 per 6 bottles in Bond (image left)

With vines aged an average of 60 years old this is 
a voluptuous wine, with apple, citrus peel, oyster 
shell & mandarin oil on the nose. A richly pro-
filed palate with a persistent, fresh finish makes 
this one of the best ever from this Domaine.
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MAISON LOUIS JADOT

Savigny Les Beaune 1er Cru ‘Clos des 
Guettes’ 
£150 per 6 bottles in Bond

Red cherries, wild strawberries, mulberry and 
wild mint on the nose. With blood orange, white 
pepper & filigree tannins on the palate alongside 
mouth-watering acidity, this is a superb value 
Savigny in a very good year for the appellation. 

Pernand Vergelesses ‘Clos de la Croix de 
Pierre’, Dom des Héritiers Louis Jadot 
£140 per 6 bottles in Bond

An expressive bouquet of hedgerow berries, or-
ange peel and iris petal with finely grained tan-
nins and impressive structure. At under £24 a 
bottle in bond this is a must buy for lovers of 
fresh, red Burgundy.

Chassagne Montrachet 1er Cru ‘Morgeot’, 
Domaine Duc de Magneta
£180 per 6 bottles in Bond

Chassagne red is only made in tiny quantities 
and is something of a hidden secret, snapped 
up by those of us in the trade. Wild strawberries, 
red plums, blueberry, blood orange, brown spic-
es & iris petal make for a very compelling wine.

Beaune 1er Cru ‘Theurons’  
£180 per 6 bottles in Bond

‘Les Theurons’ consists of four parcels descend-
ing the slop above the city of Beaune as is gener-
ally considered the quintessential Premier Cru. 
Its easy to see why with this juicy, ripe fruited 
wine with flecks of pepper on a long finish.

Volnay 1er Cru ‘Clos de la Barre’, Monopole
£260 per 6 bottles in Bond

Black cherries, violet, wild heather & blood or-
ange mark out this sumptuous nose, giving way 
to vibrant fruit, full of acidity on the palate, with 
flecks of clove, pink pepper and supple tannins. 
An excellent, silky Volnay.

We all agreed that one of the successes of Louis 
Jadot’s red wines in 2020 was that each and every 
wine shows a firm sense of place or ‘terroirs’. The 
fruit is concentrated and the structure will reward 
ageing in bottle. From Noble Rot favourites like the 
still under-the-radar red Chassagne-Montrachet 
to silky Volnays and exquisite Chambertins, the 
red Jadots in 2020 are a vinous treat.

Volnay 1er Cru ‘Santenots’ 
£275 per 6 bottles in Bond

Elegant notes of raspberry & pomegranate are 
underpinned by a precise, oyster-shell min-
erality. Kirsch, orange peel and liquorice mingle 
with crushed red fruits and culminate in a gen-
tle, caressing finish for this famous 1er Cru.

Above left: the frontage of Clos de Vougeot 
Grand Cry and, right: Chambolle Musigny ‘Les 

Baudes’
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Pommard 1er Cru ‘Grands Epenots’ 
£325 per 6 bottles in Bond

A richly profiled 1er Cru with superb depth of 
flavour. There is impressive structure, with fine, 
well-integrated tannins & lingering acidity. This 
is a wine which has all the ingredients to evolve 
beautifully over time.

Nuits Saint Georges 1er Cru ‘Les Boudots’, 
Domaine Gagey
£370 per 6 bottles in Bond

Brooding dark black fruits, smoke, old leather, 
menthol & espresso make for a rich & opulent 
nose. Seductively layered on the palate with 
cashmere-soft tannins there is a voluptuous 
mouthfeel and a multi-faceted finish. Superb.

Corton Pougets Grand Cru 
£395 per 6 bottles in Bond

A supremely elegant Grand Cru which is a total 
vinous bargain at £65 a bottle, there is a kaleido-
scope of flavours: black fruits, vanilla, rose petal. 
The tannins are succulent and the finish utterly 
luxurious. Tremendous in youth & with age.

Clos Vougeot Grand Cru, Domaine Louis 
Jadot 
£570 per 6 bottles in Bond

This is a special Grand Cru in 2020, with that 
typical iron fist in a velvet glove structure, with 
a nose of blueberries, strawberries & pink grape-
fruit evolving to a zesty, bloody orange-driven 
finish that lasts & lasts. 

Bonnes Mares Grand Cru
£900 per 3 bottles in Bond

A quite exceptional wine that will likely cost at 
least twice as much in 2021, there is wonder-
ful harmony between crushed red & black fruits 
and the floral overtones of violet and iris petal. 
Sumptuous and velvety on the palate: Masterful.

Chapelle Chambertin Grand Cru, Domaine 
Louis Jadot 
£995 per 6 bottles in Bond

For a Grand cru at this price this is real value, es-
pecially considering the opulence of the nose 
with bramble fruits, sage, wild mint & chalk, and 
the confidence of the structure which is built for 
ageing. This will age in stunning fashion.

Chambolle Musigny 1er Cru ‘Les 
Baudes’  
£450 per 6 bottles in Bond

Always one of the more intoxicating appellations 
this Chambolle Musigny has crushed red & black 
fruits aplenty, as well as liquorice, white pepper, 
forest floor and top notes of blueberry and violet. 
As it was in 2019, this is a special wine.

Gevrey Chambertin 1er Cru ‘Lavaux Saint-
Jacques’ 
£395 per 6 bottles in Bond

With similar soil types to Grand Cru sites Cham-
bertin & Mazis Chambertin this Gevrey offers 
finely balanced ripe red fruits with flecks of new 
leather, pink peppercorn & dried vanilla pod at 
just half the price of Clos St Jacques next door.

Chambertin Grand Cru
£880 per 3 bottles in Bond

Red & black fruits mingle with black truffle, 
crushed limestone & old leather in a quite im-
perious bouquet. A confident structure with real 
panache and a velvety finish that persists for 
minutes. A very special Grand Cru in 2020.

Chambertin Clos de Bèze Grand Cru
£920 per 3 bottles in Bond

We loved the brooding depth of flavour on this 
wonderful Clos de Bèze, with truffle, black cher-
ries, blackberries, dark chocolate, molasses & 
spices. Miniscule quantities were made in 2020 
of what will surely become a superstar of a red.

Corton Grèves Grand Cru 
£395 per 6 bottles in Bond

Finely delineated red fruits, heather and sage 
on the nose, there is robust structure here, with 
white pepper on a long, mouth-watering finish. 
The muscle will soften deliciously over time.

Echezeaux Grand Cru
£1,050 per 6 bottles in Bond

Superlatives abound for this wine which has to 
be tasted to be believed. A King of the red appel-
lations, this Echezeaux has power, depth, struc-
ture and sensuous, ripe fruit throughout. Wow.
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DOMAINE WILLIAM FEVRE
We are delighted to offer for the first time the ex-
ceptional wines of one of the world’s greatest 
Chablis producers, Domaine William Fevre.
 
With a history in the region going back over 250 
years and a huge 78 hectares of prestigious vine-
yards including holdings in six of the seven Grand 
Cru vineyards, William Fevre have earned their 
place as one of the most sought-after names in 
the appellation. 

Working hard to express each vineyard’s unique 
terroirs the Domaine has obtained the highest 
possible level of environmental certification and 
practised sustainable viticulture for over ten years. 
Recently William Fevre has moved to organic and 
biodynamic-inspired viticulture, with the aim of 
creating biodiversity of flora and fauna and ulti-
mately wines with an innate sense of place, depth 
and precision. These ten wines in this super vin-
tage are Chablis of unimpeachable quality. 

Chablis ‘Domaine’
£89 per 6 bottles in Bond

A brilliant wine for the price, marked out spe-
cifically by Allen Meadows (AM) of Burghound 
as a ‘Top Value Wine’. He wrote, “an expressive 
and airy nose reflects notes of mineral reduction, 
green fruit and plenty of citrus influence”.
 

Chablis 1er Cru ‘Vaillons’
£185 per 6 bottles in Bond

Described by Jasper Morris MW as the ‘most in-
cisive Chablis 1er Cru... with a classic marine, 
mineral character that is the hallmark of fine 
Chablis’, this Vaillons has lovely salinity, lemon 
zest, white flowers & hawthorn.

Chablis 1er Cru ‘Montmains’
£185 per 6 bottles in Bond

A blend of three elegant vineyards (Montmains, 
Forêt & Butteaux), this is a cooler 1er Cru than 
Vaillons that always makes intense, mineral driv-
en wines, as is the case in this 2020 Fevre. Allen 
Meadows said “This too is really very good”.

Chablis 1er Cru ‘Fourchaume’ 
£232 per 6 bottles in Bond

Sought after by Chablis lovers for its close prox-
imity, and very similar soil, to the Grand Cru 
sites, Fourchaume offers buyers excellent value 
for money. Meadows said this Fevre 2020 has 
‘white orchard fruit, citrus zest and tidal pool”.
 

Chablis 1er Cru ‘Montée de Tonnerre’
£265 per 6 bottles in Bond

Awarded a ‘   by Meadows, this special 1er Cru de-
livers exceptional drinking for the price. “Sleek, 
refined, beautifully delineated middle weight 
flavors... [with a] well-balanced finale. Very Styl-
ish.”

Chablis 1er Cru ‘Vaulorent’
£285 per 6 bottles in Bond

In the words of Jasper Morris, “this is an excep-
tional Premier Cru”. Vaulorent sits flush to the 
Grand Cru site of ‘Preuses’ explaining why win-
emaker Didier Séguier calls it their “baby Grand 
Cru”, and it drinks like one, too. Supreme depth, 
nuance and power for £47 a bottle.

“I was suitably impressed with the quality of the 
Fèvre 2020s... they are indisputably excellent”. 

Allen Meadows, Burghound.com
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Chablis Grand Cru ‘Bougros’
£320 per 6 bottles in Bond

Annointed a ‘Sweet Spot’ wine by Meadows, this 
is supreme Grand Cru Chablis, with AM remark-
ing “there is excellent volume & concentration to 
the big-bodied, powerful & imposing flavors that 
are focused, structured & youthfully austere”. 

Chablis Grand Cru ‘Les Preuses’ 
£435 per 6 bottles in Bond

Preuses features a fractured rock formation 
which provides excellent drainage. Awarded an 
extremely rare ‘Don’t Miss’ by Meadows, this is 
magisterial Grand Cru Chablis of which he wrote 
in 2020 “this is potentially outstanding”.

Chablis Grand Cru ‘Bougros 
“Côte Bouguerots”’
£475 per 3 bottles in Bond

A special site with a 1-in-2 gradient which they 
still manage to plough by winching the plough 
up the hillside from a tractor! Another wine giv-
en a rare ‘Don’t Miss’ by Meadows as well as a 
supremely high 93-96 point score. Stunning.

Chablis Grand Cru ‘Les Clos’
£545 per 6 bottles in Bond

Jasper Morris put it best when he wrote in his 
definitive book Inside Burgundy “It is a tough 
job to challenge the Fèvre bottling of Les Clos, 
which comes from 8 plots, mostly on the upper 
slopes with an average vine age of over 50 years. 
Perhaps the most complete wine of them all”.

Above from left to right: Grand Cru ‘Les Preuses’; the supreme value ‘Chablis ‘Domaine’’ with a natural 
bed-fellow, lobster; 1er Cru ‘Vaulorent’

Left: the picturesque vineyards 
of William Fevre
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DOMAINE SAMUEL BILLAUD
Part of an esteemed Chablis family, Samuel Bil-
laud set out on his own in 2009 to found his 
eponymous domaine. He had previously been 
the winemaker at Domaine Billaud-Simon, which 
has been a shining light for traditional Chablis of 
real distinction. Billaud’s winery is in the heart 
of Chablis and is set up so that he only needs to 
pump his wines once, then gravity does the rest. 
An obsessive winemaker & perfectionist, Billaud 

has pioneered new techniques in the winery that 
enhance, rather than clash with, his traditional 
outlook. He uses square stainless steel and con-
crete vats to treat specific parcels of vines differ-
ently and bring out their distinct qualities in each 
vintage. A roaring success in 2019 that has seen 
overwhelming demand in 2020, Neal Martin said 
of Billaud: “The quality of Samuel’s winemaking 
cannot be overstated”.

Petit Chablis 
£162 per 12 bottles in Bond

This is no ordinary Petit Chablis and comes 
from a special parcel of vines, which sits just 
above the Grand Cru site of ‘Les Clos’ ensuring 
that it offers unique complexity on the nose, with 
lemon peel, green apple, crushed stone & zingy 
freshness on the finish. A bargain at £13.50.

Chablis 
£198 per 12 bottles in Bond

A real step up in quality in 2020, the nose is in-
toxicating with yuzu lemon, gooseberry, yellow 
flowers and light flinty aromas. There is excel-
lent balance on the palate, with good energy and 
persistence to the finish which is mouth-water-
ing. A must buy this vintage.

Chablis 1er Cru ‘Vaillons’ Vielles Vignes
£354 per 12 bottles in Bond

Supremely well-defined on the nose, this is an 
opulent old vine 1er Cru, with light flinty smoke, 
white plum, green apple and white blossom. On 
the palate the structure is excellent, with good 
weight and density around a mineral core with a 
finish that lasts and lasts.

Samuel Billaud in his winery. He is considered a rising star of the region, making exceptional, 
terroir-driven wines.

12

Chablis 1er Cru ‘Les Fourchaumes’
£408 per 12 bottles in Bond

Fourchaume is one of forty 1er Cru sites in Chab-
lis, located north of the main town. An impres-
sive offering in 2020 with a nose of white blos-
som, almond, green apple and touches of clove 
translating to an elegant, finely boned structure 
on the palate and long finish. Cherubic Chablis!
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How En Primeur works with Noble Rot

Our commitment to our clients

All of the wines contained in this Burgundy 2020 document are offered en 
primeur, that is to say that they are currently still in barrel. They will be ready for 

delivery to the UK in Q4 of 2022, which we shall arrange.

All wines will be shipped directly to Vine International, within London City 
Bond, to be stored under bond. At this point you may request that the wines are 

delivered to you, which we can arrange at cost.

When a wine is removed from bonded storage, duty and VAT will be payable on 
the value of the wine and will be billed to you.

We will only ever offer wines to our clients which we would buy for ourselves. 
Wines must represent excellent value for money (taking into account the pre-

vailing market). Wines that do not meet our standards will not be 
offered to our clients, even if that means us losing our allocations.

All wines in barrel are insured by our producers and once in bottle are insured 
by our carriers, then us. All wines are stored in segregated customer accounts 

and owned in full by our clients, not by us.

To secure your wines, please contact us via:

Dominic: Dominic@noblerot.org
Esme: Esme@noblerot.org

Luciana: Luciana@noblerot.org

www.noblerot.org                 


