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The 2017 reds are very good, often excellent, and from time to time, bloody 
awesome. In terms of quality...there are some quite brilliant whites that, many 
growers are beginning to opine, equal or even surpass the haloed 2014s. The 
benign growing season predicates one of the most consistent vintages I can re-
member in 20 years of visiting Burgundy. 

There was nothing to trip winemakers up, no curveballs to send them off course, 
apart from controlling vigour in parcels affected by the previous season’s frost 
where vines tried to compensate for the preceding year’s shortfall. Consequent-
ly, this is not a season where I can really single out one appellation’s superiority. 
They all have something to offer. 

Neal Martin, Vinous.com

The phrase that came to my mind many times while I was tasting was ‘true to 
type’ for it’s a vintage that has produced fragrant, finely structured wines that 
are likely to be ready to drink earlier than the 2016s but have the balance and the 
depth to age well, certainly over the medium term.

Julia Harding MW,  JancisRobinson.com
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2017  was the vintage that Burgundy and all of us Burgundian buyers have been 
waiting for: a reasonable crop, a successful growing season and a harvest pro-
ducing heathy fruit and excellent wines. The Gods smiled on Burgundy and its 
growers for the first time since the great 2009 vintage.
 
The 2017 reds are delightful with great charm, poise, precison, & balance with  
just the right level of concentration and tannins: already showing wonderful el-
egant fruit flavours they will be drinkable before the 2015 & 2016 vintages, but 
should also age beautifully over the next 10-15 years and possibly longer.
 
The 2017 whites are similarly very good indeed and show exceptional purity with 
beguiling citrus fruit & mineral flavours. Chablis was the one area in Burgundy 
that suffered from frost, reducing yields dramatically but not affecting the quality 
which is outstanding.
 
Our advice is that this is a vintage that we should all buy: the wines are delicious 
and will give great pleasure for many years to come.

Esme Johnstone, Noble Rot

What we think

Resplendent Burgundy
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Back with a bang: Burgundy 2017

After a tumultuous and frost-hit 2016 vintage, the Burgun-
dians were overjoyed to have the first stress-free vintage 
since the great 2009 vintage. After the devastating effects that 
frosts had on yields the year before, the growers went into the 
year praying for Mother Nature to take pity on a region so reg-
ularly hit with extreme weather occurrences like hail or frost. 
The tail-end of 2016 was cool and dry with a cold snap in De-
cember allowing the vines time to conserve energy and to kill 
off bugs. As was the case in 2016, temperatures in February 
and March rose quickly, above average, raising concerns of a 
repeat of the 2016 frosts. Indeed there was a cold snap on April 
18 & 19 and then on April 27 & 29 in Chablis and the Côte d’Or, 
but fortunately it was not wide-spread, nor were its effects as 
fatal as the previous year, due to drier air and a greater prepar-
edness by growers to throw every tool in their arsenal at the 
merest hint of the mercury dropping. 

Success. With frost damage limited to Chablis and the Côte 
d’Or (affecting yields but not quality) flowering commenced 
at the end of May without drama. By mid-June the weather 
turned warm and dry, ideal conditions for wine growth, so ide-
al in fact that there were issues with very high yields putting 
strain on the vine, and so pruning was rolled out to avoid dilu-
tion. The weather remained warm and dry, again without any 
major highs or lows and just when vines started to suffer water 
stress there was a sprinkling of rain to quench their thirst.

Several reds began to be picked around September 3rd and the dry weather 
during harvesting created perfect picking conditions with little intervention in 
terms of sorting needed in the winery. 

On tasting the vintage it was clear to me that the weather conditions have 
created wines with heightened aromatics and a beguiling fruit-freshness. 
There is excellent intensity of fruit across the vintage and, as ever, the step up to 1er Cru and 
then to Grand Cru is very noticeable and impressive (that is not to denigrate the very excellent 
Villages or Regional Crus).  

If you are a long-time buyer of Burgundy then there is much to delight you here, from the 
standout reds from Georges Lignier and AF Gros, to the stellar Chablis Grand Cru (in a superb 
year for the frost-hit appellation) from Domaine Lavantureux Frères.
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Domaine d’Ardhuy
 Savigny-les-Beaune 1er Cru “Aux Clous”  6x75cl   £110

Domaine Philippe Cheron
 Clos de Vougeot Grand Cru    6x75cl   £570

Domaine Jérôme Chezeaux
 Vosne-Romanée 1er Cru “Les Suchots”  6x75cl   £295  3x150cl £305

Domaine Christian Clerget
 Echezeaux “En Orveaux” Grand Cru  6x75cl   £475

Domaine Edmond Cornu et Fils
 Corton-Bressandes Grand Cru   6x75cl   £335  3x150cl £345

Domaine AF Gros
 Pommard 1er Cru “Les Pezerolles”   6x75cl   £270
 Pommard 1er Cru “Les Arvelets”   6x75cl   £270
 Richebourg      6x75cl   £1,850

Domaine Georges Lignier et Fils
 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru “Les Combottes” 6x75cl  £330  3x150cl £340
 Clos-Saint-Denis Grand Cru   6x75cl  £475  3x150cl £485
 Clos de la Roche Grand Cru    6x75cl  £590  3x150cl £600
 Bonnes-Mares Grand Cru    6x75cl  £740  3x150cl £750

Domaine d’Ardhuy
 Ladoix 1er Cru “Les Rognets” Monopole  6x75cl  £150

Vins Auvigue
 Pouilly-Fuissé Vielle Vignes    6x75cl  £125

Domaine Lavantureux Frères
 Chablis Grand Cru Bougros    6x75cl  £230

Domaine des Malandes
 Chablis 1er Cru “Fourchaume”   6x75cl  £130  3x150cl £140
 
  

All of the wines we are offering have been tasted in person at least once by both myself and 
Esme and are the wines that we both agreed should make the cut - so they are the very best 
of the best. What I can say with complete honesty is that our selections offer outstanding 
value at each price-point. The Echezeaux, Clos St Denis, Bonnes-Mares and Richebourg, for 
example, will give unabaited pleasure at a price lower than all other merchants for appellations 
of such fame and demand.

If you are new to Burgundy, or have never bought from the region en primeur before, then 
this is a superb vintage in which to start, particularly at the lower end. Domaine d’Ardhuy’s 
Savigny-les-Beaune 1er Cru “Aux Clos” for £18 a bottle in bond, or their staggering Ladoix 1er 
Cru for £25 a bottle in bond is quality at outrageous value and I personally and wholeheartedly 
urge you to snap up some of our tiny quantities - you really won’t regret it. I don’t mind shar-
ing that I have secured several cases of these wines for myself and I can’t wait to drink them! 

Dominic Brennan, Noble Rot



The Noble Rot Offer   All prices are in bond 
DOMAINE PHILIPPE CHERON
Clos de Vougeot Grand Cru
£570 per 6 bottles in Bond

The gem of Domaine Philippe Cheron hold-
ings, which Philippe Cheron took over in 
2011, is a significant block in the Grand Cru, 
Clos Vougeot, which sits mid-slope on the 
Echezeaux side. The shallow clay-marl soils 
at the top impart richness and minerality to 
the wine which is medium-full bodied with 
a gorgeous texture and creaminess from the 
old vines. A stylish, powerhouse of a Clos 
Vougeout with impeccable balance and 
voluptuous fruit with filigree tannins on 
the finish.

Drink 2023-2040

DOMAINE JEROME CHEZEAUX
Vosne-Romanée 1er Cru “Les Suchots”
£295 per 6 bottles in Bond
£305 per 3 magnums in Bond

Jerome Chezeaux produces highly rated 
Burgundies from Vosne-Romanee and Nu-
its-St-Georges appelations. This offering is 
seductively textured with a rich and vibrant 
nose and layered on the palate with cherries, 
berries and plums: an enticing fruit com-
pote. This is an excellent wine from the 
vineyard which adjoins La Tache and Mal-
consorts.

Drink 2023-2038

DOMAINE CHRISTIAN CLERGET
Echezeaux “En Orveaux” Grand Cru
£475 per 6 Bottles in Bond

Christian Clerget’s vision is to produce the 
purest, most natural wines possible. The 
land is worked by hand and no herbicides 
or insecticides are used. Clerget believes 
that balance in the vineyard will help lead to 
balanced wines. This Grand Cru Echezeaux 
is a knockout wine with a wonderful boc-
quet on the nose. On the palate it delights 
with its structure, poise and balance whilst 
delivering grip and freshness on the finish. 
Remarkable value for a wine from one of 
Burgundy’s greatest appellations.

Drink 2023-2035

DOMAINE D’ARDHUY
Savigny-les-Beaune 1er Cru “Aux Clous” 
£110 per 6 bottles in Bond

Domaine d’Ardhuy is located in the very 
heart of Burgundy, in the Côte de Nuits 
which has been known for the quality of its 
wines since the monks of the Abbaye de Cî-
teau planted the vineyards in the 10th cen-
tury. This is truly one of the bargains of 
our offer and a wine that delighted us with 
its fresh, juicy, wild berry fruit and soft red 
cherry notes, with a clear mineral seam and 
lacy tannins. £18 a bottle in bond is a steal 
for a wine of this silky balance and purity!

Drink 2020-2033
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Ladoix 1er Cru “Les Rognets” Monopole
£150 per 6 bottles in Bond

One of our finds of the vintage, this Ladoix 
comes from a small 2.5ha plot right next to 
the hallowed terroirs of Corton: indeed the 
winemaker called this his “baby Corton”. 
This is a beautiful and beguiling wine, with 
pleasing richness blanaced by a clean seam 
of minerality and citrus acidity. Rarely have 
we tried a white Burgundy at this price with 
such style, structure, elegance and panache.

Drink 2020-2028

VINS AUVIGUE
Pouilly-Fuissé Vielle Vignes 
£125 per 6 bottles in Bond

Brothers Jean Pierre and Michel Auvigue 
are third generation proprieters of Vins Au-
vigue and this Pouilly-Fuissé is made from 
hand-picked grapes from the oldest vines 
in the family vineyard, vinified in-house in 
a classic Mâcon style. There is superb bal-
ance and fruit-led acidity to this white, with 
a delicately-poised oak influence.  

Drink 2020-2027



DOMAINE A F GROS
Anne-Françoise Gros, originally of 
Vosne-Romanée, is married to François 
Parent of Pommard, where they live, though 
their wines have been made in substan-
tial premises in Beaune since 1998 and are 
highly sought-after, in and out of the region. 

Pommard 1er cru “Les Pezerolles” 
£270 per 6 bottles in Bond

From a single parcel of vines, this Pommard 
displays a delicate, fresh nose of red berries 
and a hint of rose petal. On the palate the 
wine really sings, with a medium body, sup-
ple tanins and good structure, culminating 
in an elegant finish. Rated highly by critics.  

Drink 2022-2037

Pommard 1er cru ‘Les Arvelets’
£270 per 6 bottles in Bond

As with the ‘Pezerolles’ this is a single parcel 
of vines and it has a wonderfully elegant 
nose. A magical, terroir-driven wine when 
we tasted it there ar ecrushed red fruits on 
the palate with the lightest hint of spice. 
One word for this wine: Finesse. 

Drink 2021-2036

DOMAINE EDMOND CORNU
Corton-Bressandes Grand Cru
£335 per 6 bottles in Bond
£345 per 3 magnums in Bond

The Cornu family settled in the town of La-
doix in 1870 and established the Domaine 
in 1875. Their entire crop is hand-harvested. 
The grapes are completely destemmed. An 
exceptionally fresh and bright nose of most-
ly red berries also carries a whiff of wet stone. 
This superbly balanced effort combines fi-
nesse with power and is a triumphant fol-
low-up to the esteemed 2016 - no wonder 
it is Edmond’s most popular wine!

Drink 2020-2035
DOMAINE LIGNIER
The Lignier family is widespread in Morey 
and in all has 16 hectares spread over 50 clev-
erly acquired parcels now of a very hand-
some average age in excess of 50 years. We 
were blown away by the wines at our tasting  
and have included four exemplary reds. 

Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru “Les 
Combottes”
£330 per 6 Bottles in bond
£340 per 3 magnums in bond

This premier cru has a perfume of red fruits 
and cherries that gives way to crushed straw-
berry and hedgerow fruits on the palate, with 
a delightful balance of acidity. Backed up by 
mineralty coarsing through its structure this 
is a wine that will age superbly. A must for 
lovers of Gevrey-Chambertin.

Drink 2022-2040

DOMAINE LAVANTUREUX
Chablis Grand Cru Bougros 
£230 per 6 bottles in Bond

From the Lavantureux brothers who were 
elected “Young Burgundian Talented Win-
emaker of Year” for the second year in suc-
cession, this is a staggeringly magnificent 
Grand Cru with perfecet weight: stone and 
citrus fruits come together for an elegant 
freshness on the finish. In a great vintage for 
Chablis, this is a wine with swagger that will 
evolve with grace.

Drink 2021-2029
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Richebourg Grand Cru
£1,850 per 6 Bottles in bond

This Grand Cru is the top of the tree, made 
in tiny quantities and clearly has the finest 
bouquet amongst the A.F. Gros range. In 
the words of Neal Martin: “This is a Riche-
bourg of great purity and grace.”

Drink 2025-2045

Clos St Dennis Grand Cru
£475 per 6 bottles in bond
£485 per 3 magnums in bond

With vines of between 45-70 years old, this 
wine delivers the gravitas and depth of fla-
vour one expects of a Grand Cru twice the 
price. Beautiful sweet smoke on the nose 
gives way to opulent red fruit on the pal-
ate with a hint of spice and pleasing chalky 
minerality. The tanins are fine-boned and 
deliver a finish with power and freshness. 

Drink 2022-2045



Bonnes-Mares Grand Cru
£740 per 6 bottles in bond
£750 per 3 magnums in bond 

With vines averaging 70 years old, 30% whole 
bunches and 40% new oak, this is a big wine 
that nevertheless manages to dance across 
the palate. With dark red fruits, cherry and 
even some bilberry on the nose, this wine 
is powefully elegant on the palate with spice 
and minerality to its core. The tanins are 
compact and the finish feels like it could 
go on for days - a truly great wine.

Drink 2022-2045

To place your order 
please contact us via:

dominic@noblerot.org

www.finewineinvestment.com                 

+44 (0)20 7316 3036

Noble Rot Ltd.
First Floor, 

239 Kensington High Street, 
London, W8 6SA  

All of the wines contained in 
this Burgundy 2017 document 
are offered en primeur, that is 
to say that they are  current-
ly still in barrel. They will be 
ready for delivery to the UK 

in Q4 of 2019 which we shall 
arrange.

All wines will be shipped di-
rectly to Vine International, 

within London City Bond, to 
be stored under bond. At this 
point you may request that 

the wines are delivered to you, 
which we can arrange at cost.

When a wine is removed from 
bonded storage, duty and 

VAT will be payable on the 
value of the wine and will be 

billed to you.

@

Clos de la Roche Grand Cru 
£590 per 6 bottles in bond
£600 per 3 magnums in bond

A special wine with an siren-like nose that 
draws you in, of dark red fruits, and hints 
of rose-petal. On the palate this is Cham-
bolle-like with suculent fruit, some pleas-
ing chalkiness, plus spice and minerality. 
The finish is persistent, mouthwatering and 
drives you to have another sip.  A wine that 
demonstrates a winemaker at the peak of 
his craft. 

Drink 2022-2045

DOMAINE DES MALANDES
Chablis 1er Cru “Fourchaume”
£130 per 6 Bottles in bond
£140 per 3 magnums in bond

Lyne & Jean-Bernard Marchive make text-
book wines from vineyards planted on the 
Kimmeridgian soils around the town of 
Chablis, practising sustainable viticulture. 
These ancient soils impart a unique steely 
minerality to the Chardonnay grape with fla-
vours of honey and beeswax, able to come 
to the fore thanks to the uniquely warm 
microclimate of the ‘Fourchaume’ parcel 
of vines. There is very pleasing complexi-
ty of flavour here, incisive at first but giving 
way to a lovely rounded finish which makes 
the mouth water. A really top 1er Cru.

Drink 2020-2029
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DOMAINE LIGNIER continued


